
 
Monday Update 
March 5 
Order your Teacher Delivery Night pizza for March 8 
at www.pjrva.com/schools 

 
Math: This week we continue to study algebra and 
variables! (SOL 5.18) Continue to point out the standard and 
word form of expressions and equations. We have also worked 
on solving for an unknown by “using inverse operations to 
isolate the variable.” 
Remember! Weekly Reflex Math homework, 20 minutes! If a 
student has reached 100% fact fluency, please have them log 
on to Study Island and do their individual Math MAPS 
Pathway. If computer access or internet connectivity is an 
issue, please let me know so that we can make other 
arrangements! Check the online Homework blog regularly! 
http://blogs.henrico.k12.va.us/hjreid/weekly-homework/ 
 

Science:  
Check out our inventors on the news! 
http://wric.com/2018/03/05/positively-richmond-young-en
trepreneurs-showcase-new-products/ 
http://hcpstv.org/2018/03/02/echo-lake-invention-conventi
on/ 
This week we continue our study of Sound (SOL 5.2). Ask your 
child about the pitch pianos we made last week with Scratch 
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and the makey makeys - and if you have not seen the pictures 
on the blog, be sure to check them out! We also experimented 
with a Gizmo online that manipulated the pitch and 
frequency of a sound, and how our ears perceived the volume 
(or intensity) of those different sounds. We will also be doing 
some fun experiments and activities to experience the 
vibrations that make sounds, and the changes in pitch when 
the size of an instrument is changed. Remember to spend at 
least 20 minutes reading through and studying their notes, 
especially the review pages and flashcards from 4th grade. 
Check out the Science tab on the blog for some great, well 
organized review sites!! 
 

Language Arts:    
We will be going back to centers, small groups, and will be 
focusing on figurative language and author’s choice this 
month. We are looking forward to some fun, creative ways to 
master this skill! Students are also working on a snow day 
writing assignment, particularly in the drafting and revising 
stages! 
 
Students have three word study HW’s due 03/13. Their quiz is 
also on 03/13!  
 
Students also need to begin working on their Study Island SOL 
quizzes to help support their MAPs learning!  
 



As always, please encourage your child to read and to find 
books they are interested in! They can be working on their 
reading challenges! 
 

Social Studies: After some follow up projects and 
finishing up of projects about the Northeast Region, it will 
soon be time to move on to the Midwest! But remember! 
Those Northeast and Southeast states haven’t gone away 
forever! Eventually we hope that our fifth graders will know 
all 50 states and capitals!! 
 

Important Announcements:  
 
● Papa John’s Teacher Delivery Night is March 8! Please go 

to www.pjrva.com/schools and pre-order or pizza 
TODAY! If each class gets a 65% pre-order participation, 
we earn a pizza party! Plus it is super fun to have your 
Echo Lake teachers coming to your house IN COSTUME 
to deliver a pizza on March 8! Don’t miss out!! 

● Please continue to check PowerSchool regularly with your child. Don’t 
forget to click each subject’s grade, then look for the “missing” symbol 

( )to know if an assignment has not been completed! Here is a link 
with directions for setting up your parent portal on 
PowerSchool! http://henricoschools.us/powerschool/ 

● Have you seen the recent news story about Juuling? Do you know what 143 means? 

How about FYEO? PAW? KPC? PIR? MOS? CTN? If you want to understand the “texting 

code” your kids use, and maybe learn about some hidden apps that LOOK like a 

calculator or something innocent, but are really a social media app - then mark your 

calendar to attend the Social Media Workshop at Echo Lake on March 27. We will also 

explain how screen time affects the  adolescent brain, tell you about the current social 

media trends, and teach you some helpful tips on how to manage technology for your 
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child! This exciting Parent Workshop is on March 27 from 6:00pm-7:00pm in the ELES 

library. Please plan to attend the Social Media/Effects of Screen Time on Developing 

Brains Workshop! We are inviting 4th  & 5th grade parents only! 
 

 


