
 
Monday Update 
March 12 

 
 
Math: The students are getting quite good at algebra and 
variables! (SOL 5.18) We practiced “balancing equations” 
using cups and counters as a way to visually isolate our 
variables. Sometimes the SOLs like to make things visual by 
showing arrays or algebra “mats” or even balances. While it 
seems like this would make things easier, when students are 
used to solving equations and number sentences numerically, 
a visual problem can sometimes throw them for a loop! 
MAPs testing will be coming up right after spring break, so 
please be sure that your child is working on their Study Island 
Math MAPs homework assignments! The Math tab on the 
blog also has a LOT of great resources for practicing specific 
concepts, as well as some SOL practice sites with released 
VDOE test items :) 
Check the online Homework blog regularly! 
http://blogs.henrico.k12.va.us/hjreid/weekly-homework/ 
Wednesday is Pi Day (3.14)! We will take a brief break from 
our regularly scheduled math lessons to learn about circles 
and that incredible number pi! 
 

Science:  

http://blogs.henrico.k12.va.us/hjreid/weekly-homework/


This week we will continue our unit on sound energy (SOL 
5.2) with fun experiments and activities to experience the 
vibrations that make sounds, and the changes in pitch when 
the size of an instrument is changed. A Sound Energy test will 
be coming up next week, and our next science unit will be on 
Light Energy! Remember to spend at least 20 minutes 
reading through and studying their notes, especially the 
review pages and flashcards from 4th grade. Check out the 
Science tab on the blog for some great, well organized review 
sites!! 
 

Language Arts:    
We will be going back to centers, small groups, and will be 
focusing on figurative language and author’s choice this 
month. We are looking forward to some fun, creative ways to 
master this skill! Students are also working on a snow day 
writing assignment, particularly in the drafting and revising 
stages! 
 
Students have three word study HW’s due 03/16. Their quiz is 
also on 03/16! This is a typo from last week!  
 
Students also need to begin working on their Study Island SOL 
quizzes to help support their MAPs learning!  
 
As always, please encourage your child to read and to find 
books they are interested in! They can be working on their 
reading challenges! 
 



Social Studies: After some follow up projects and 
finishing up of projects about the Northeast Region, it will 
soon be time to move on to the Midwest! But remember! 
Those Northeast and Southeast states haven’t gone away 
forever! Eventually we hope that our fifth graders will know 
all 50 states and capitals!! 
 

Important Announcements:  
 
● We have YMCA field trips on Thursday!! Please be sure 

your student comes to school prepared! 
● Please continue to check PowerSchool regularly with your child. Don’t 

forget to click each subject’s grade, then look for the “missing” symbol 

( )to know if an assignment has not been completed! Here is a link 
with directions for setting up your parent portal on 
PowerSchool! http://henricoschools.us/powerschool/ 

● Have you seen the recent news story about Juuling? Do you know what 143 means? 

How about FYEO? PAW? KPC? PIR? MOS? CTN? If you want to understand the “texting 

code” your kids use, and maybe learn about some hidden apps that LOOK like a 

calculator or something innocent, but are really a social media app - then mark your 

calendar to attend the Social Media Workshop at Echo Lake on March 27. We will also 

explain how screen time affects the  adolescent brain, tell you about the current social 

media trends, and teach you some helpful tips on how to manage technology for your 

child! This exciting Parent Workshop is on March 27 from 6:00pm-7:00pm in the ELES 

library. Please plan to attend the Social Media/Effects of Screen Time on Developing 

Brains Workshop! We are inviting 4th  & 5th grade parents only! 
 

 

http://henricoschools.us/powerschool/

